Western Colorado Commodore Users Group 
P.O Box 81 
Mack CO 81525 

By Jake Smith 

It’s late at night March 7, 2002 and I’m still so far behind I thought I was ahead 
earlier today. How many times have you heard someone say that? Perhaps, even you? Well, 
most of us get stuck in some sort of rut, or get too busy with our jobs (etc.) to have time to 
have a little fun. That’s probably close to the way I am at present; too busy to have the time to 
smell the roses. Ah! But, it’s still cold at night and pretty warm during the day the past couple 
of days. The wind blew like the dickens last night along with a few drops of rain that didn’t 
even settle the dust on the parking lot out front. Isn’t that the way life goes? But, it’s time for 
me to have some fun for a change. That’s why I decided to fire this machine up and do this 
cover sheet for my (our) next mailing. 

Okay, down to good stuff. I had to call off our Feb. 11meeting because of my Wife’s 
birthday. Hey, I’m in the dog-house often enough as it is. Without making that sacrifice and 


taking her tothe casino just-11miles south of Cortez-on US 666, most probably I would have- - 


been ’dead-meat’ by now. I heard it on TV one nigh. Ha. Anyway, it was fun and it did give 
us an extra day off. And, that alone was nice. 

Our meeting was last Monday, the 11th, and it was Earl and me. He brought some 
E-mail from Jeri Elsworth detailing her progress with her new CommodoreOne project. It 
is -from what I understand about it- a souped-up 16 bit Commodore 64 developed so CBM 
users can use more modern devices like IDE drives, etc. using 64 software. This machine is 
powered with Sv dc; a power miser and will still run at 20mega hz. Well, I’m excided about it 
as well as many, many more Commodore users. Jeri says the estimated price will be around 
$200. I’m saving for mine... It probably-won’t replace my 128D but, I’m looking forward to 
having lots of fun and, perhaps, productivity too. Jeri’s hard work shows a lot of promise for 
the future .of Commodore enthusiasts. If you would like a copy of the E-mail, give me a 
jingle and Pll copy and mail it to you. Or, you are welcome to make a trip to Mack, have a 


bite to eat and read while you fill that empty space. Our kitchen is open 12 noon Wed.-Sun.... 


Please forgive me for not making the March deadline mailing of Mailink and the new 
LUCKY replacement, Commodore Digest. I’ll get everything copied and sent out, hopefully 
this week. There will be several newsletters I'l] put in the envelope to give you the latest. At 
least I’ll be pretty much caught up with my duties. 

Also, if any would like to hold an office - like, Librarian, newsletter article writer, 
you name it, just give either Earl a call @ 245-2961 (evenings) or me (Jake-how could you 
forget) @ 858-9985-Colorado Club number. Actually, there’s a lot of work that needs to be 
done in the shop, like -organized and cataloging, etc. I just can’t seem to find the time to make 
too much headway with all the other stuff I have going. I will be starting a wood fabrication 
shop that will be run by someone else-NOT ME and finishing my regular restaurant and 
trailer court repair shop that I call ’the back room’ as well as another general repair shop for 
my repairman outside. Is that complicated. Hell yes... But; it’s necessary. He has his tools - I 
have mine. NO! I don’t loan MY tools... I don’t loan my guitar out. My pipe wrench stays 
where it is... : 


At our last meeting, Earl and I discussed the reserecting our Infinite Loop news 
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letter. In addition to the others you’ll be getting, I believe our "burn-out" is over. Besides, 
Earl has this beautiful COLOR Cannon Laser printer he needs to use a lot of in order to 
alleviate those large payments. He does silkscreen graphics and much more with his printer. 
My point is we need to keep our chops up and do our own thing in addition to the other 
publications. He and I have some new (well, kinda new) ideas to make our publication really 
stand out with the rest. It'll also give me a chance to practice typing on this 128D key- board. 
They say practice makes perfect. Well, I’d like to just get tolerable. Perhaps we can get some 
other people interested and we can boost our membership up a little. Who knows? 

The exchange news letters I receive are greatly appreciated. In each is a little 
different prospective than the rest and very informative. Yes, I still subscribe to Loadstar, 
Commodore Gazette, Geos Publication, Commodore Mailink and Chrome Mag. as well as 
the new United Commodore User Groups Association -The Commodore Digest. Sorry 
about the lack of color from our end. Maybe Earl can find a way to get it E-mailed and 
reprint it in color using his Cannon.???.. 

Sidetracked is my middle name. I surely did stray that time. Back to exchange N.L.’s. 
Here are a few I receive that I really enjoy reading for good information and great nostalgia: 

C=HUG Commodore Hayward Group edited by Vern Viani and Harriet Gittings. 
They always send me two issues every other month. These publications are pretty much filled 
with very useful goodies coming from people like Jim Butterfield, Fender Tucker and many 
more. Always there are goodies for both the 64 and 128 computers. Their March 2002 issue 
devoted almost a page to C-64 and 128 disk commands, the basic everyday ones we use. 
However, if you have JiffyDOS, you will probably use the @ wedge commands such as: 
@N0-filename,id to format a disk. And much, much more. By the way, their famous recipe 
guru and Chef, Josephine Lema has had a stroke. We pray for her rapid recovery. 

The Amiga & Commodore Users Group #447 headed by David <Sensei> Mohr 
>Lord Ronin of Q-Link<, now America On Line-what a change & slap to the C= 
community- publishes The Village Green news letter which also has an Amiga section with 
cartoons and good reading as well as role playing game tips and much more. Many thanks for 
a great job. 

Many thanks go to Roger Hoyer of the Cincinnati Commodore Computer Club and 
the rest of their crew for their very informative newsletter. A lot of current information is 
crammed into three or four pages. This one is also available to all who wish to read. The last 
issue I received was in November. 

I surely hope the above mentioned clubs don’t quit like so many other clubs have in 
the last couple of years. Here in Colorado we have lost CCCC in Denver and the Colorado 
Springs Commodore Group. If Earl and I have anything to say about it, we’ll be here when 
the rest are gone. Well, we can say that now and as long as there are people like Maurice 
Randall, K. Dale Sidebottom, Robert Barnardo, the many members of COPS and SWARP 
and the Gassons @ VideoCam in AU. As I have said before, we all need each other to be able 
to make our Commodore computers survive and STAND-OUT with the best. We need to 
support the programmers, publishers and developers like Jeri Ellsworths’ CommodoreOne. 
Have I wagged the stick enough. True. I’m not on the J-Net but, through Earl Williams, I do. 

Wow. If I can get this HP LaserJet 5P to print out the first page, stop so I can insert the 
already printed pages to print page 2 on the back, I’ll be v-e-r-y happy. In fact, I'll probably 
jump up and down and holler at the moon. Oh. There isn’t a moon tonight, March 14. Darn. 

Don’t forget our club meeting Monday-April 8 @ 7pm. We’l] be waitin’.....JS 


Western Colorado Commodore “lub 
P.O. Box 81 
Mack CO 81525 
Cover sheet April 2002 by Jake Smith 


IDere it is toward the end of April, the a1 and am looking forward to some great 
material to send. I actually started this the ioth but, today I made a very bad mistake and 
scratched the wrong file. Well, I had named a file the name it should have had. Then I 
remembered that I already had a heading format and all I had to do was dump the two pages 
of text and start with the new text. But, what I did last night after I had almost finished page 1 
was to save the empty text file from my RAMLink to my 3.5" FD-2000 drive instead of the 
real file. So, when I went dump the empty file, oops, away went the REAL file. So, here I am 
starting over. Let’s see. What was I talking about last night. Oh, now I kinda remember... 


Chis cover sheet will be going out to other clubs we exchange publications with. 
First, just in case curiosity has the best of you, I have two systems I use almost daily. The one 


at my residence is a flat C-128 I keep our C= club database and do much of my 
correspondence and our accounting on . At the business, in a corner, sits a cabinets full of 
C-128D on which I am composing this. Each system is equipped with a 1571- 5.25" drive, 
CMD 170 meg hard drive, FD-2000 3.5" drive, loaded RAMLink and SCPU-II. The term 
*loaded’ means each unit has 16 megs of RAM; four units total. My two monitors are C= 
1084S. Earl says he and I are classified as POWER USERS. I do know there are some bucks 
tied up where I sit... But, not nearly as many as if I had a PC or two that wouldn’t work 
nearly as smooth as these old relics. Well, that’s what they call Commodores these days. I do 
have an array of printers. At home, for labels I use an Epson LQ-800; letters-Star NX-1001 
using an A/B box tied to a gold-in color- Xetec interface. In my corner I use the same kind of 
interface to drive a Star SG-10. However, to print this out, I'll use a HP LaserJet 5P and a geo 
Cable. Earl was able to find a Postscript module and some RAM. So, I use a driver 
Geolaser.psgc programmed by Maurice Randall. Ain’t that guy great? YES! I use Wheels/ 
GEOS and proud of it.Without these programs, laser printing, and other great things, just 
wouldn’t be possible using Commodore. 


Frey individual computer user depends on software and news pertaining their 
particular media. Commodore users are no exception. Everything I forward within these 
writings came from those publications I receive VIA trade or subscription. I have given you 
the list of publications to which I subscribe. Did that sound right??? Okay. These listed below 
are very important to me and, should be to you.Because, they are instrumental in our 
survival as Commodore users. 


Whe first in line, and the oldest still publishing for Commodore, is Loadstar. Fender 
and Judi have a very long history publishing this disk magazine, first on only one 5.25" disk 
to coincide with programs within Commodore Magazine that ended in the mid 80s.Then 
came the two-double sided disks. I did subscribe to Commdore Mag.but not to Loadstar back 
then. The last few years they had an option of either two 5.25" or one 3.5". I changed my 
subscription a few years ago to a 3.5" when I bought my FD-2000 4 or 5 years ago. With the 
smaller disk, they were able to put on more really great programs than on the 4 sides of the 
1541 disks. If you have a 3.5" drive and don’t take advantage of the extra media, you might 
think about asking them to change. It’s the same price of $80 per year. 


Tboadstar publishing is now in the hands of Dave and Sheri Moorman,since Fender * * 
and Judi decided to do something else for fun. Dave and Sheri’s address is: POB 44, Holly 
CO 81047. If you only have a 1541 or ’71, that’s ok. When subscribing, request the LT for 
C= users. They also publish the emulator version for Clones, etc. called eLoadstar. Isn’t that 
something? How times have changed 


Chere are two other 3.5" magazines on disk. The first is for Wheels/GEOS users by 
the name of Chrome Mag. Published by Tom Gosser, the publisher of Commodore Power 
User, is published using GEOS giving the latest info on the subject, and more. Four issues per 
year coming at you at a cost of $25 I believe is a bargain. You can write to Tom sat POB 
101615, Anchorage AK 99510-1615. 


fhe next on 3.5 (or two double sided 5.25), but not the least, is C< Gazette, 
published by Christopher Ryan. He gives you a good verity of PD programs, articles, ad 
board and much more for only $25/1 yr., $45 for 2 yrs. You can make your check or money 
order out to Christopher Ryan (NOT C< Gazette), 5296 Devonshire Rd., Detroit MI 
48224-3233. _ 


Whe Commodore Mailink is a great publication for Meeting 64/128 Users Through 
The Mail, a paper publication that comes to each of us subscribers on the odd numbered 


months for $15/yr. You can send a check or money order made out to Emil Volcheck, Jr., 
1046 General Allen Ln., West Chester PA 19382-8030. When you do, by all means send 
your bios - computer system(s), what you use it for, likes & dislikes --within reason. Ha... 
I’m good for two years. Emil likes to receive renewals during December or before.I was a 
little late with mine this year. 


Beos Publication, published by THE Rev. Willis C. Patten is the other paper 
publication done using GEOS/Wheels and PostScript printing for beautiful color graphics 


and photos. Yes, Commodore computers can do those things - - too. He, and his wife Phillis, 
do a really good job and are in really good company with K.Dale Sidebottom and Maurice 
Randall, and others, in this kind of publishing (and programming). According to Willis’s ad 
on page 2, $17 for 1 yr., $30 for 2 yrs. for 6 issues of some good stuff. GEOS Publication, 
915 Trout Lane, Shelbyville KY 40065-9531. 


Bo, there you have the scoop on the publications I subscribe to. And, if you think 
these are easy to publish, try it sometime on your computer using any program you desire. I 





~ can tell you now, it is not that easy when you have to do the research arid ali the goodies 
involved to make a good publication a great work of art. That’s why I enjoy sending you 
folks some examples of the capabilities of our progressively evolving Commodore 64/128. 


Un closing, I hope you have enjoyed the reading. I would like to hear your 
comments. Also, many thanks to the Editors of the newsletters we exchange with. Sorry 
UCUGA is not in color coming to you. Well, you know.... 

Don’t forget our next meeting Monday, May 13, 2002 at 7:30pm. Also, I would like 
to apologize for the short side borders on last months’ copies. I think this month is a little 
better. Last month’s attendance was really light. Only me. So, I had some coffee and cookies 
and played a few games on a disk I hadn’t seen before. I ran across it with a system I bought a 
year ago and am just now getting to the things I like best. See you the 13th..... JS 
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Today is October 29. September just flew by and October is almost gone. School started 
and just about everybody with school kids are too broke, for the most part, to go out and 
party and need to stay home with their Commodore. Grandparents are happy the grand kids 
are back home so they have enough time to do some really fun things with their Commodore. 
Or,......you fill in the blank! How about questions like, "What useful accomplishment(s) did 
you create using your Commodore this summer? How about, "Did you write a neat program 
and submit it to Dave Moorman of Loadstar (eLoadstar)? Was it accepted? You know. 
Things like that.Well? How about it, out there. 


Anyway, I composed this mess, without prompts or markers in some magazine for all 
who wish to read and laugh themselves silly at such nonsense on paper. But, I enjoy doing it 





-and, I-suppose that’s the bottom-tine...So, if-you have some-thoughts-you haven’t mentioned 


to anyone as yet and would like to be heard (or seen), your C= computer is your ticket to 
your next step to fame. So, DO IT!.I truly believe you will learn to enjoy it as much as I..... 


Time just doesn’t wait for anyone. Already it is October 19. My set-back was the 
deteriorating health of my wife, Mary. We closed our business for a couple of weeks to try 
and find out what the problem was. She managed to lose around 40 Ibs. in three month. At 
last we found a doctor who diagnosed the problem(s) and took appropriate action to speed 
her recovery. And, that’s a tough one. It was. found she has an over active thyroid which 
literally took away her appetite. It’s hell when you’ re sick and don’ t even know why. 


Slany thanks to all the news letter Editors from Commodore clubs around the country. 
Sorry. I’ve been pre-occupied lately and haven’t sent any for exchange. I’ll try to do better in 
the future. It scares me to see Commodore clubs close across the country. September was the 
last news letter from C.H.U.G.-Commodore- Hayward, California. Harriet Gittings said 
their small group will still meet monthly as a social group to keep up old friendships. They 
had a great news letter that was very informative. It’s sad to see them quit. Earl and I know 
how it is when there are only two or three doing everything. Our club has gone from 78 five 
years ago to 4. But, we are diehards. Earl, our Editor, and I are working to put together a 
nice color publication, perhaps in booklet form. Keep a look-out for it in the future, Harriet. 


Dale Sidebottom has published his last issue of the LUCKY REPORT. He has been 
Editor of The Commodore Digest since its beginning with Managing Editor Rolf Miller. 


If you haven’t subscribed, you can by writing to: Rolf Miller, 492 Anacapa St., Ventura 
CA 93001. Enclose a check or M.O. for $12 for individuals or $15 for clubs. If you are a 
club, please give some info. about your clubs’ activity for publication along with other clubs. 


There are few subscription publications in America still going for Commodore users: 
Like the Commodore clubs, these are now quite few. I have said many times in our Infinite 
Loop newsletter that we need to support as many existing C= _publications as possible. 
Including Commodore Digest, I subscribe to these: Loadstar 64 (on 3.5". or 2-5.25" 
disk), POB 44, Holly CO 81047,$80/yr; C< Gazzette c/o Christopher Ryan, 5296 
Devonshire Rd.,Detroit MO 48224 $20/yr.-4 issues on 5.25 or 3.5; GEOS Publication c/o 
Willis Patten, 915 Trout Lane, Shelbyville KY 40065-9531,$17/yr. Email extension is less. 


GEOS Publication is the only GEOS paper and Email journal; Commodore Mailink, | , 


Newsletter of Meeting 64/128 Users, $12 for 6 issues plus every 6 months a member update. 
Send check or M.O. to Emil Volcheck, Jr., 1046 General Allen Ln., West Chester PA 
19382-8030 with info. about your interests, your system(s), the software you use most, etc. 


im these publications are our lifeline to the real world of Commodore and information 
about the use of and new products that will help users make better use of their skills and their 
machines. I am proud to be even a little. part of the C= information network by trying to 
inform you readers that there are new things that have come about the last few years that 
make life easier. Wheels, I’m using it now, JOS+CLiPS=WiNGS operating systems, and 
many others. Maurice Randall is Mr.CMD - Click Here Software, POB 606, Charlotte MI 
48813 continues to build new hardware & software for us. Jeri Ellsworth is working on her 
Commodore-One project. There isn’t room, nor do I remember without researching back 
publications, to list all the many new products there are for our C-64 and C-128 users. If you 
would like more about Commodore goodies, write. I will answer all. If I can’t find it, well?. 


art retumed my call last night -Oct. 24- and let me know that he is going to be the 
guest Editor for the November Mailink. He also uses GEOS under the Wheels OS.written by 


Maurice Randall. K.Dale Sidebottom publishes a Laser Lovers disk for $25. It is a’one of a 
kind’. If you have a laser printer and you use GEOS, you need this software and address: 
P.O.B. 303, New Albany IN 47151-0303. You won’t be sorry you bought this upgrade. 


a idea came to me to re-do some old, abandoned by the publishers and writers, 
Commodore programs. I will not buy a Clone when I can do everything I need to on my 
C128D. Now to find some interested programmers. Their time is worth probably more than 
this poor boy can come up with. But, perhaps other clubs and individuals can help along the 
way.?? use a CMD HD-170, RAMLink & SCPU2-both w/16mg RAM, and a FD-2000. I do 
my accounting using the Timeworks’ Swiftcalc 128. I have Word Writer 128 and Data 
Manager 128. None of these take advantage of the new RAM devices. Since the company no 
longer supports this software, I feel it is up to us to seek out programmers that can fix this 
software to use with present day devices. I know that I’m not alone. It is my idea that these 
three titles can be redone and renamed - - Commodore Biz 1-2-3.?? I’m especially interested 
in the redoing of Swiftcalc 128. In my business I can only do three months at a time. We have 
a vary small business out in the country. I would like to see this program look at the 
hardware devices, much like Wheels does. Most software is loaded from drive 8. After the 
program is loading, it will neéd to be transfered to a larger storage device if there’s an 
overflow. That can be transfered to a HD partition, RAMLink, SCPU, etc. After the session, 
it can stay on the HD if the partition is large enough. That way I can enter my data without 
worry of having to screw around with manipulation and copy. I am NOT an accountant. But, 
I’ve been using this program long enough to know it doesn’t have a lot of things. When I 
finish my year-end figures I print everything out using a Star 1001 & a Xetec interface on 
fanfold paper in condensed print and tape the pages usually at the half. What a pain. And 
here I sit with memory to burn and can’t use it. There are other programs that need massive 
work in order to utilize the equipment available to us. I'll list some of those another time. 


That gray line at the bottom of the page is coming up fast, another nice feature of geo- 
Write 128. If you have questions, please write. My address is on the heading on the other 


side. Earl’s e-mail is: earlw @gj.net. I will send this to him for proper editing and additions. 
Thank you for reading and not sailing this in the trash until n o w. Happy Commodoring. js. 


Ws 


